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		Which logo file format do you need? Find your answer here as we explain JPG, PNG, EPS, PDF, AI, and other logo file formats.



You have a Dropbox full of logo files and your shirt printer wants to know if you have one in vector format. What’s vector format? Do you have that? Should you just send the same file you sent to your web developer? Keep reading (or jump to the infographic at the bottom) to understand the most common logo file formats and their uses.

Raster vs. vector graphics

Before we dive in to the file formats let’s clear up a few common terms regarding image files. Raster graphics or rasterized image files are “flat” files. They aren’t scalable, meaning as you increase the image size you’ll start to see the individual pixels. On the other hand, vector graphics are scalable. You can increase and decrease the image size without it getting pixelated.



Transparency

Some image files support transparency, specifically transparent backgrounds. This is super useful when you want to put your logo on a background color other than pure white. Sometimes, transparency is shown with gray and white checks. No one’s suggesting you use a crazy gingham backdrop for your logo. It’s just the universally accepted way to display something that is by definition see through.



JPG

Joint Photographic Experts Group

 Raster

 No transparency

 Best for web/digital

The jpg, or jpeg, is arguably the most commonly used image file format. It was designed by photographers for use with photographs and photo-like images, so it works best for images with smooth transitions between colors. As a lossy compression format it’s a poor choice for graphics with sharp contrast between pixels. You shouldn’t try to edit a JPG because you’ll lose quality every time you decompress and recompress the file. JPGs are useful when a small file size is crucial, like in your email signature.

PNG

Portable Network Graphics

 Raster

 Transparency

 Best for web/digital

PNG was developed to avoid a lawsuit regarding the licensing of GIF technology back in 1994. While it typically has a larger file size than a JPG, it can compress further when storing images containing text, line art, and areas of solid color. (Sounds like a logo to me.) The transparency is infinitely useful in web applications and the lossless data compression results in cleaner, sharper images. That said, PNGs are raster files so you’ll see pixels if you try to increase the image size. PNG also doesn’t support color spaces for print.

EPS

Encapsulated PostScript

 Vector

 Transparency

 Best for print

EPS is our favorite logo file format for print. Developed by Adobe in the mid-1980s, it’s transparent, scalable, and editable if you have the right software. It also has unlimited color capacity. We do a little office jig when a client has an EPS of their logo because it keeps the logo file from dictating the layout of the print piece due to its size and background. With a PNG for digital applications and an EPS for print, you can do anything you’d ever need to with your brand’s logo.

PDF

Portable Document Format

 Vector

 Transparency

 Can be used for print or web/digital

As the full name implies, Adobe didn’t develop the PDF as an image file format. But it’s become a popular way to transfer logos due to its vector format and transparency. We often use PDFs when showing logo drafts because just about any device still running in 2017 can read a PDF. While EPS and AI files require specialized preview software, PDFs were intended to be viewable regardless of software, hardware, or operating system. We don’t deliver final logos as PDF files, but if it’s the only format you have of your logo, a professional designer can use that for most print and digital applications.

AI

Adobe Illustrator Artwork

 Vector

 Transparent

Best for print

As opposed to the open standard formats above, AI is a proprietary file format by Adobe. Unless the file is saved with PDF compatibility, you can only view an AI with the appropriate Adobe software. That said, apparel printers particularly like receiving artwork in this format. AI is editable, scalable, and transparent. An EPS file can do anything an AI can do, but, as Adobe expands ease of transfer within its software programs, AIs are becoming more viable as a logo format.

Less common logo file formats

As you dig through your logo files, you may find some older or less common file extensions. A PSD is a raw Photoshop file that hasn’t been exported into a final, more usable format. While it’s editable, the file can’t be scaled up beyond the original pixel dimensions assigned. An SVG is another vector graphic form that is picking up new interest for web uses but has limited mobile support. GIF, pronounced by the original developer as “JIFF,” has lossless data compression but limited colors. Today GIFs are most known for the short animated clips that overrun your Facebook page. TIFF or TIF files are raster graphics that were developed for scanners. They can hold a lot of information for a flat image, but aren’t scalable. BMPs or Bitmaps are raster images that are uncompressed. Read “uncompressed” as “very large file” and “out of date.”

	







      
         
          
            
          

        

      

    


	
		I’m sure the original developer is so proud.

	








	
		Do you have what you need?

With so many formats out there it may be tough to know what you need for your logo. Before embarking on a logo design or redesign, talk to your designer and make sure you know exactly which formats you’ll receive and how they can be used. Also ask if you’ll only receive the basic files or if there will be a logo usage guide or brand standards, furthering the logo’s usability and enhancing your brand. If you can’t locate any vector files of your current logo, you should talk to a branding firm about recreating or redesigning your logo in a usable format.

Infographic: quick guide to logo file formats

Here’s an awesome visual representation of all the info in this blog plus some bonus details on the less common file formats. If our guide isn’t enough to satisfy your hunger for image file facts, check out Wikipedia’s super detailed reference.



Have you had trouble deciphering logo lingo? How can we help you sort through your logo files? Drop your question in the comments.
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						Saif Ziya says:		

		
		
			February 21, 2019 at 11:29 pm		


		Thanks a lot. Your guide does exactly what I was looking for!


		Reply

				

					
				
				
						Megan Schaulis says:		

		
		
			February 22, 2019 at 11:03 am		


		Saif, I’m so glad it was helpful!


		Reply

				

				



	
				
				
						BJN says:		

		
		
			July 23, 2019 at 10:17 am		


		Unfortunately, you leave out some important caveats. EPS (and PDF or AI) doesn’t make me do a happy dance. It can, and often does, contain low quality bitmap elements and live type that doesn’t look right unless you install the missing font(s). EPS, PDF, and AI are NOT exclusively vector formats, and their ability to contain both, plus live text requires some deeper understanding when preparing logo files for non-experts to use. While PNG is lossless once it’s made, the format supports so few colors that conversion to PNG most often means significant loss and compression of color range. And there’s not just one flavor (bit depth) of PNG.
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						hhhh says:		

		
		
			October 23, 2019 at 3:01 am		


		i like it
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						her says:		

		
		
			July 15, 2020 at 6:03 am		


		Howdy I am so thrilled I found your website, I really found you by mistake, while I was looking on Digg for something else, Anyhow I

am here now and would just like to say many thanks

for a tremendous post and a all round entertaining blog (I also love

the theme/design), I don’t have time to browse it all at the

moment but I have bookmarked it and also added in your RSS feeds, so when I have time I will be back to read more, Please do keep up the superb jo.
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						Soccer T-Shirt Sleeve Scrunchie Bands Ties says:		

		
		
			August 19, 2020 at 1:23 am		


		Amazing! This blog looks just like my old one! It’s on a entirely different topic but it has pretty much the

same layout and design. Excellent choice of colors!


		Reply

				

				
	
				
				
						water on laptops says:		

		
		
			September 6, 2020 at 10:41 pm		


		An impressive share! I’ve just forwarded this onto a friend who was conducting a

little research on this. And he actually ordered me breakfast due to the fact that

I discovered it for him… lol. So allow me to reword this….

Thanks for the meal!! But yeah, thanx for spending

time to discuss this matter here on your blog.
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						custom vector logo says:		

		
		
			September 25, 2020 at 2:50 am		


		Thank you very much for sharing about logo file format jpg, png, pdf, ai, it’s difficult for me to get such kind of information most of the time always… I really hope I can work on your tips and it works for me too, I am happy to come across your article.


		Reply

				

				
	
				
				
						Corine Harris says:		

		
		
			August 29, 2021 at 12:52 am		


		It’s actually a great and useful piece of info. I’m happy that you just shared this useful info with us. Please stay informed like this. Thank you for sharing. Here’s another informative content on  Raster to Vector Image Service . You may find more details here.
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						Justin Bryce says:		

		
		
			September 17, 2021 at 9:46 am		


		You did a pretty good job on this blog, and it really helps me out. Thanks for sharing!


		Reply

				

				
	
				
				
						April says:		

		
		
			January 26, 2022 at 8:36 am		


		Hi there, I am wondering which one would be better suited for business cards and which files would be better suited for a website. I had someone do my logo and it was amazing but when i put it on my website it was all pixels and rough edges. I am looking at using fiverr to just get me started with a new logo but am a real beginner and want to make sure I get the kinds of files I need. Also can you please explain what they mean by source file?  TIA
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						Megan Schaulis says:		

		
		
			January 27, 2022 at 8:14 am		


		Hello! Thanks for your question.

For a business card, you might use a PDF, EPS, or AI file if your printer asks for a “vector” file. If you have a PNG or JPG of high enough resolution, those would work too.

On your website, a high resolution PNG would work, or an SVG. If your logo appears pixelated on your website, you’re probably using a PNG or JPG that isn’t high enough resolution.

If a designer asks for a source file, depending on context, they probably want to original art files for the logo. Most likely an AI or PSD, but they’d probably be happy with any vector format.

If you choose to use a service like Fiverr, be sure you know which formats you’ll receive and for which layouts/colors. For example, we deliver logos in full color, all black, and all white, each in formats that work for print and for digital. It’s a lot of files. At the end of the project, if you only receive one or two files, you didn’t get enough. Make sure you get at least one of the following: AI, PDF, EPS, SVG, PSD.

Hope that helps!

— Megan
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						Seth Russel says:		

		
		
			August 25, 2022 at 3:09 pm		


		NIce article! Thanks
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